
5,553 l/kg
Butter

3,267 l/kg
Egg

1,800 l/kg
Mango

17,196 l/kg
Chocolate

920 l/kg
Sugar***

1,608 l/kg
Wheat bread

108 l/kg
Tea**

1,056 l/kg
Coffee**

822 l/kg
Apple

3,178 l/kg
Hard cheese

1,020 l/kg
Milk**

your favorite 
breakfast

A comparison of 
water footprints*

Milk

1,020 l/kg

47,053 l

Source: Mekonnen/Hoekstra, “A Global Assessment of the Water Footprint of Farm Animal Products”

Source: Association of the German Dairy Industry, Federal Office for Agriculture and Food

Source: Statista Market Insights

Source: Water Footprint Network * Global average water footprint, ** for 1 l of drink, *** from sugar beets

Rainwater

Wastewater

Surface and 
groundwater

Rainwater

Wastewater

Surface and 
groundwater

Cheese Butter Milk powder

Milk

Cheese

Butter

Milk powder

5,060 l/kg 5,553 l/kg 4,745 l/kg
from pasture
to fridge 

water consumption of dairy 
products in germany
Per capita dairy water footprint per year

The 165 milk-processing 
companies have an annual water 

footprint of 32,538 B l per year

usa leads in milk consumption

124,375 l

29,764 l

7,497 l

Water footprint

insights on the 
water footprint 
of dairy products

Source: Statista Market Insights * Forecast

milk consumption in the 
world continues to increase

232.5
B kg

2023 2024* 2025* 2026* 2027* 2028*

Milk consumption (excluding other dairy products)

Per capita 
consumption of 
drinking milk in 
selected countries 
worldwide, 2023
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kg

89.1 kg

21.9 kg

71.3 kg

11.0 kg

23.5 kg

44.4 kg

35.2 kg

34.2 kg

49.6 kg

56.6 kg

238.0
B kg

243.7
B kg

249.5
B kg

255.5
B kg

261.7
B kg

Source: Statista Market Insights * Forecast

cheese consumption is also 
on the rise worldwide

21.3
B kg

2023 2024* 2025* 2026* 2027* 2028*

Cheese consumption

21.8
B kg

22.4
B kg

22.9
B kg

23.5
B kg

24.0
B kg


